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how	 the	 kinds	 of	 oppression	 happened	 through	 the	 postcolonial	 feminism	
perspective.	To	provide	deeper	analysis,	qualitative	research	is	used	as	the	research	
method.	By	 the	analysis,	 it	was	 found	 that	Aibileen	got	 four	kinds	of	oppression,	
which	are	exploitation,	marginalization,	powerlessness,	 and	cultural	 imperialism.	
Whereas	 Minny	 Jackson	 got	 all	 the	 kinds	 of	 oppression	 towards	 her.	 These	















pandang	 feminism	 poskolonial.	 Untuk	 memberikan	 analisa	 yang	 lebih	 dalam,	
penelitian	 kualitatif	 digunakan	 sebagai	 metode	 penelitian.	 Melalui	 analisa,	 telah	
ditemukan	bahwa	Aibileen	mendapatkan	empat	jenis	penindasan,	yakni	eksploitasi,	
marginalisasi,	 ketidakberdayaan,	 dan	 imperialisme	 budaya.	 Sedangkan	 Minny	
Jackson	 mendapatkan	 semua	 jenis	 penindasan	 disebabkan.	 Penindasan	 ini	 dapat	
dilihat	melalui	narasi,	dialog,	aksi,	pikiran,	dan	penampilan	fisik	karakter.	Keduanya	
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mendapatkan	 penindasan	 karena	 sebagai	 perempuan	 negara	 ketiga,	 mereka	
ditentukan	 untuk	 menjadi	 bawahan	 terhadap	 Miss	 Hilly	 dan	 Miss	 Leefolt	 sebagai	
majikan	 mereka	 dan	 Leroy	 sebagai	 suami	 Minny.	 Berdasarkan	 analisa,	 peneliti	







The	 third	world	women	or	 the	women	 from	the	colonized	believe	 that	 they	




the	black	women.	Being	one	part	of	 the	people	of	 the	third	world	countries,	 they	
seem	to	be	familiar	with	oppression	due	to	the	days	of	slavery.	Oppression	is	the	
condition	when	people	 suffer	 in	developing	 their	 capacities	 and	expressing	 their	
needs,	thoughts,	and	feelings	(Young	40).	In	this	case,	black	women	cannot	be	able	
to	 be	 free	 in	 developing	 and	 expressing	what	 they	 experience,	whether	 they	 are	
being	 oppressed	 or	 not	 (Tong	 215).	 The	 oppression	 happened	 towards	 black	
women	has	been	attached	to	society	even	until	now	(Soundarya	and	Nagarathinam	
751).	
Literary	 works	 used	 as	 a	 device	 by	 some	 women	 authors	 to	 portray	 that	
phenomenon,	 in	order	 to	make	 their	voice	become	heard	by	people	and	 to	make	
people	 know	how	 they	 feel.	 Therefore,	 it	 influenced	Kathryn	 Stockett,	who	 is	 an	
American	 author,	 to	write	 her	 famous	 novel	 entitled	The	Help.	 It	 tells	 about	 the	
oppression	towards	black	women	who	worked	as	the	maid	for	white	 families	 for	
generation	 in	 1960s	 in	 Jackson,	 Mississippi.	 These	 black	 women	 maids	 are	
represented	through	the	black	female	characters	named	Aibileen	Clark	and	Minny	
Jackson.	Aibileen	is	the	black	woman	who	has	worked	as	the	maid	for	her	entire	life.	
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understand	more	about	 the	 story	of	black	women.	Based	on	 that	 idea,	 there	 is	 a	



















The	 concept	of	 oppression	has	been	 formed	by	 the	 condition	where	 the	
society	believes	that	one	group	is	more	inferior	than	others.	It	is	caused	by	the	
differences	 of	 social	 aspects	 such	 as	 class,	 race,	 and	 gender.	 Ursula	 Egidius	
discussed	that	oppression	is	an	enclosing	structure	that,	by	way	of	institutional	
practice,	 harms	members	 of	 a	 social	 groups,	 while	members	 of	 another	 or	
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some	 people	 exercise	 their	 capacities	 under	 the	 control,	 according	 to	







Powerlessness	 is	 the	 injustice	 condition	where	people	have	no	voice	
and	no	power	to	fight	against	the	unequal	treatment	that	happened	to	them	
and	 have	 no	 right	 in	 participating	 in	 social	 aspects	 because	 of	 their	
powerlessness.	
d. Cultural	Imperialism	




The	 intentional	 practice	 that	 caused	 harmed	 or	 injured	 mentally	 or	







Chambers	 5).	 Therefore,	 the	 third	 world	 women	 came	 up	 with	 the	 idea	 of	
postcolonial	 feminism.	 It	 focuses	 on	disempowers	 and	disadvantages	of	 the	
third	world	women	 in	particular	where	 they	are	not	 just	 concern	about	 the	
gender	issues	(Tong	216).	It	can	be	concluded	that	postcolonial	feminism	is	the	
voice	 of	 the	 third	 world	 women,	 where	 they	 experience	 more	 complex	
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Research	design	used	 in	 this	 research	 is	qualitative	 research.	 Snape	and	
Spencer	 stated	 in	 their	 book,	 “qualitative	 research	 is	 naturalistic,	





















In	 qualitative	 research,	 Given	 stated	 that	 there	 are	 four	 steps	 used	 to	





third	 step	 is	 coding	 or	 categorizing	 the	 data,	 which	means	 the	 researchers	
classified	the	data	by	using	some	forms	of	code.	Analyzing	the	data	is	the	final	
step,	which	means	 that	 the	researchers	 interpreted	 the	data	 that	have	been	
categorized	 using	 the	 theories	 to	 answer	 how	 do	 the	 kinds	 of	 oppression	
happen	towards	black	female	characters.	
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It	was	 the	narration	about	Aibileen’s	 thought.	 She	 thought	 about	 the	
paid,	that	she	only	got	paid	for	ninety-five	cents	an	hour.	It	was	less	than	
she	had	been	paid,	considering	the	work	she	had	to	do.	It	was	also	under	
the	minimum	wage	 for	workers	at	 that	 time.	According	 to	1938	Act	and	
1961	Amendments,	minimum	wage	for	worker	on	Sep	3,	1961	was	$1.15	







When	 I	 tell	my	seventh-grade	 teacher	 I	ain’t	coming	back	to	
school	cause	I	got	to	help	out	my	mama.	(Stockett	22)	




the	 Leefolts.	 As	 a	 black	 woman,	 she	 had	 to	 live	 in	 a	 poor	 condition.	
Moreover,	she	had	to	follow	the	tradition	in	her	family	to	not	continue	her	
school.	She	had	to	be	the	maid	as	said	that	they	only	worth	to	be	domestic	
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And	 Miss	 Skeeter	 asking	 don’t	 I	 want	 to	 change	 things,	 like	




















can	 use	 your	 own	 right	 out	 there.	 Won’t	 that	 be	 nice?”	
(Stockett	29)	
From	 the	 previous	 bathroom	 talk,	 Miss	 Hilly	 then	 suggested	 Miss	
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This	 datum	 above	was	 taken	 from	 the	 dialogue	 between	Minny	 and	
Aibileen.	Minny	is	marginalized	in	a	way	that	her	previous	master,	Mister	
Charlie	and	his	wife,	told	her	to	eat	outside	even	if	it	is	snowed.	She	has	to	
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The	 narration	 above	 shows	 the	 cultural	 imperialism	 that	 happened	
towards	Minny	Jackson.	Minny	was	looking	for	a	new	job	after	Miss	Hilly	






people	nicely.	They	 should	be	 the	one	who	got	 served,	not	 the	one	who	
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are	 exploitation,	 marginalization,	 powerlessness,	 and	 cultural	 imperialism.	





by	 the	white	people.	Being	 fired	was	 the	punishment	 she	got	 if	 she	 tried	 to	
speak	 up.	 Minny	 also	 got	 powerlessness	 happened	 towards	 her.	 She	 was	
powerless	to	fight	back	and	lived	in	fear	if	she	spoke	up.	She	got	herself	fired	
and	 defamed	 by	Miss	 Hilly	 so	 she	would	 get	 any	 job	 in	 town.	 She	 also	 felt	
powerless	towards	Leroy,	her	husband.	She	was	afraid	that	he	will	kill	her	and	























seen	 from	 the	 conversations	 that	 show	 the	 action	 of	 another	 characters	
towards	 Aibileen	 and	 Minny.	 They	 are	 oppressed	 by	 the	 stereotypes	 that	
shaped	 due	 to	 their	 status	 as	 the	 black	 women.	 These	 stereotypes	 were	
possessed	 by	 another	 character	 like	 Miss	 Leefolt	 and	Miss	 Hilly	 which	 are	
white	 women	 and	 Leroy	 as	 the	 black	 man.	 Both	 Aibileen	 and	 Minny	 were	
oppressed	 by	 the	 first	 world	 women	 and	 their	 condition	 as	 black	 women.	
Otherwise,	it	was	only	Minny	who	got	double	oppression.	
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After	analyzing	 the	oppression	 towards	black	 female	characters	 in	The	Help	
novel,	 using	 the	 theory	 of	 Five	 Faces	 of	 Oppression	 by	 Iris	 Marion	 Young,	 the	
researchers	 concluded	 that	 Aibileen	 Clark,	 only	 got	 four	 kind	 of	 oppressions.	
Powerlessness	was	the	most	frequent	oppression	that	happened	towards	Aibileen	
and	violence	did	not	happen	because	she	has	no	interaction	with	another	character	
that	 has	 potential	 to	 violate	 her.	 Meanwhile,	 Minny	 Jackson	 got	 all	 the	 kinds	 of	
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